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Many works have examined the variables driving the formation of North-South free trade agreements
(FTAs) between developed and developing countries. This study analyzes the determinants shaping their
utilization in the contexts of their political economy and of Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
schemes that are unilaterally granted by developed economies to developing countries’ exports. Most of
the goods liberalized through GSP are liberalized from early on in North-South FTAs; however, since FTA
concessions are legally binding, goods that are excluded or only partially liberalized in GSP will be also
excluded or protected in FTAs. As GSP schemes are subject to unilateral restriction/elimination by the
developed country, exporters using GSP tariffs will lobby for the non-removable liberalization of their
exports through an FTA and subsequently will have a high FTA utilization.
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当研究所では所員の研究発表や意見交換のための所員研究会を開催しております。研究
者向けの研究会ですが、一般の参加もできますので、興味のある方は是非お越しください。
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現在はバルセロナ国際研究所（Barcelona Institute of International Studies）でシニア・リサーチフェロー、LSE
で客員研究員、ISEASでアソシエイト・フェローとして務めている。これまでアメリカ、ヨーロッパ、アジアの
大学で講義を行い、国際連合や世界銀行、シンクタンクで顧問を務めてきた。主な研究分野はマクロ経
済政策、貿易と経済統合の比較政治経済学・国際政治経済学であり、東アジア及び東南アジアを中心
に研究を行っている。
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These scenarios result in North-South FTAs being used to a great extent to export goods covered by and
exported through GSP, thus consolidating pre-FTA trade patterns. These arguments were tested by
analyzing disaggregated and rarely accessed data on Thailand’s and Malaysia’s exports through the
Japanese GSP and their bilateral FTAs with Japan, as well as interviews with key actors involved in the
policymaking of these FTAs. Most sectors in Thailand and Malaysia that benefited from GSP lobbied for
FTA liberalization with Japan. Goods previously exported through GSP account for most of FTA utilization
and the previous use of GSP preferences has a higher predictive value of subsequent FTA utilization than
FTA tariff savings.
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