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This study investigates the economic benefits of weather information services for agricultural users in
Taiwan and explores the associated policy implications. In Taiwan, weather information is mainly provided
by the government agency, giving it the characteristics of a quasi-public good. As a result, it is very difficult
to directly assess its potential market value and economic impact. However, making good use of accurate
weather data can significantly influence farmers’ decisions, such as production planning, disaster
prevention, and risk management, leading to increased productivity and reduced losses. (X (ZEEA)
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The Contingent Valuation Method (CVM) has been utilized to estimate the willingness to pay (WTP) of
Taiwanese farmers for these weather services. Our findings suggest that the perceived value of weather
information is closely related to the accuracy and completeness of the weather forecasts. Furthermore,
farmers' decisions to invest in agricultural disaster insurance may also depend on the quality of weather
information available to them.

The results highlight the need for policy interventions that focus on improving the accuracy and
accessibility of weather information to maximize its value in the agricultural sector. Such improvements
could enhance farmers’ decision-making, encourage broader adoption of weather-based risk
management tools, and ultimately contribute to the sustainability and resilience of the agriculture in
Taiwan.
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