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Abstract

International migration from China has grown rapidly since the end of the 1970s,
becoming a noticeable issue both for China and the receiving countries. Using the 2005 OECD
DATA BASE ON IMMIGRANTS AND EXPATRIATES, this paper analyses the geographical
distribution of Chinese migrants in 29 OECD countries and its underlying factors. The main
findings are as follows.

1) The income level of destination country, which usually has a strong correlation with
country’s level of science and higher education, has a positive influence on attracting
Chinese migrants, the majority of whom are highly educated persons and their relatives.

2) Language proximity has a positive influence on the destination selection of Chinese
migrants. In comparison with other countries, English-speaking countries, which have
shorter language distance with highly educated migrants, are more attractive to Chinese
migrants.

3) The immigration tradition and skilled labor preference policy of destination country, which
can be reflected by a higher share of foreign-born (or foreigners) in country’s total
population, has positive influence on attracting Chinese migrants, particularly those highly
educated persons. The six English-speaking countries, which have both language
advantage and immigration tradition, have absorbed 72 percent of total Chinese migrants
and 84% of highly educated Chinese migrants in OECD countries.

4) Geographic distance, which usually affects the social and economic relation between
migrant’s source country and destination country, has a significant influence on the
destination selection of Chinese migrants. Japan and South Korea, two neighboring
countries of China, are important destinations of Chinese migrants.

5) The population scale of destination country, a proxy of labor market scale, generally has
positive influence on attracting Chinese migrants.
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2.2

1 OECD
1 OECD 2001
Australia 94107 45954 2719 142780 65.9 6.60
Austria 2712 4066 21 6799 39.9 0.31
Belgium 2373 4365 15 6753 35.1 0.31
Canada 218185 127920 0 346105 63.0 16.01
Czech Republic 183 1021 8 1212 15.1 0.06
Denmark 1502 2933 0 4435 33.9 0.21
Finland 546 1539 9 2094 26.1 0.10
France 8279 24246 0 32525 25.5 1.50
Germany 50885°|- 50885|- 2.35
Greece 82 483 0 565 14.5 0.03
Hungary 283 3683 0 3966 7.1 0.18
Ireland 292 5287 90 5669 5.2 0.26
Italy 1577 38300 0 39877 4.0 1.84
Japan 33622° 253096 0 286718 11.7 13.26
Korea 56272 0 56272|- 2.60
Luxembourg 115 898 0 1013 114 0.05
Mexico - 2001 2001 0.0 0.09
Netherlands 12737 9969 0 22706 56.1 1.05
New Zealand - 38949 38949(- 1.80
Norway 3284 1509 0 4793 68.5 0.22
Poland 483 156 9 648 74.5 0.03
Portugal 223 2062 2 2287 9.8 0.11
Slovak Republic 11 119 1 131 8.4 0.01
Spain 3343 25505 0 28848 11.6 1.33
Sweden 5468 5384 0 10852 50.4 0.50
Switzerland 2055 5469 0 7524 27.3 0.35
Turkey 970 509 0 1479 65.6 0.07
United Kingdom - 51078 51078]- 2.36
United States 474935 528555 0] 1003490 47.3 46.41
29 867367 1149300 94902| 2162454 40.1 100

OECD 2005a

a

DATA BASE ON IMMIGRANTS AND EXPATRIATES

b

DATA BASE ON IMMIGRANTS AND EXPATRIATES

1992-2001
OECD, 2004, Trends in International Migration, pp.355
DATA BASE ON IMMIGRANTS AND EXPATRIATES
Statistisches Bundesamt
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2 OECD 2001
Origin North South |OECD |[all

Destination China [India Africa | Asia Europe |America | Oceania |America [countries|countries
OECD destinations 124000 61179 174040| 642202| 522521| 98533] 15178| 53839] 6653381538867
Australia 8006 6195 3837| 77849 12763 5477 6534 920 27069| 120987
Austria 407 104 965 3885| 25777 554 29 320 21974| 31682
Belgium 716 129] 10976 2609| 22794 486 17 648 22805| 38150
Canada 8078|- - - - - - - - -

Czech Republic 8 27 239 727 5199 102 1 82 4757 7750
Denmark 153 19 382 1027 5881 307 51 123 5344 12547
Finland 1007 47 716 1666 3465 294 27 69 2223 6288
France 3068 239 75465| 19828| 41404 5242 200 4253] 41480| 147402
Germany 9109 1412] 19394| 67658 100359 5387 323 4265 103550] 199132
Hungary 41 60 175 1602 8975 435 1 15 4319 11242
Iceland 9 2 5 29 348 35 1 2 343 421
Ireland 105 68 415 1399 4247 2044 81 21 6218 8207
Italy 117 115 2186 3463| 20857 612 26 1233 12911] 29228
Japan 31955 202 676 58170 2106 1474 443 761 21279] 63637
Korea 1645 39 44 3299 135 220 28 41 1003 3850
Mexico - - 24 41 124 1180 6 568 723 1943
Netherlands 410 49 2559 3308 9205 348 42 1079 9840| 16589
New Zealand 3338 355 143 7971 998 648 1200 106 2641 11069
Norway 205 103 733 1017 5067 393 21 149 4240 8834
Poland 34 22 296 1081 4669 451 9 57 1635 6659
Slovakia 2 6 133 390 1138 18]- 11 660 1690
Spain 183 46 4013 1131] 25490 2645 39 6604| 25818 39944
Sweden 593 97 641 2303] 16155 1387 209 572 15815| 26304
Switzerland 431 120 1802 2175] 21070 697 58 866] 20023 27765
Turkey 84 10 410] 10944 5234 31 31 6 1676 16656
United Kingdom 10388 4302| 18134 74400| 109454 18564 1790 2926| 132845| 225722
United States 51986| 47411 29677| 294230 69607| 49502 4011 28142| 174147| 475169
Non-OECD destination 7138 839 6077 51973] 17290 1952 211 6620 3797] 106558
Total 139144 62018 180117| 694175| 539811| 100485] 15389| 60459] 669135|1645425

OECD, 2003, Education at a Glance 2003 (Table C3.5: Number of foreign students in tertiary education

by country of origin and country of destination (2001)

http://www.cic.gc.ca




3 OECD 2000
(%)
Australia 52547 29874 39793 12510 134724 43.0 7.14
Austria 938 1425 3938 0 6301 14.9 0.13
Belgium 1327 1277 1661 1754 6019 31.1 0.18
Canada 127260 68000 122865 0 318125 40.0 17.30
Czech Republic 411 502 171 41 1125 37.9 0.06
Denmark 861 889 1808 0 3558 24.2 0.12
Finland 450 117 1182 0 1749 25.7 0.06
France 7851 5591 17892 0 31334 25.1 1.07
Germany 18000 - 45000 40.0 2.45
Greece 118 242 182 0 542 21.8 0.02
Hungary 687 950 1969 0 3606 19.1 0.09
Ireland 2060 1651 781 1005 5497 45.9 0.28
Italy 2051 5364 28172 0 35587 5.8 0.28
Japan 62863 60037 40437 97724 261061 38.5 8.54
Korea 8194 24974 19809 27 53004 15.5 1.11
Luxembourg 131 329 229 225 914 19.0 0.02
Mexico 493 438 707 194 1832 30.1 0.07
Netherlands 2861 3513 6695 0 13069 21.9 0.39
New Zealand 8673 17268 5697 4323 35961 27.4 1.18
Norway 781 951 539 1068 3339 34.4 0.11
Poland 255 279 69 18 621 42.3 0.03
Portugal 172 460 1496 0 2128 8.1 0.02
Slovak Republic 20 58 11 21 110 22.5 0.00
Spain 2323 4094 17895 0 24312 9.6 0.32
Sweden 3483 1509 1477 1642 8111 53.8 0.47
Switzerland 2345 1411 1686 1582 7024 43.1 0.32
Turkey 537 368 463 52 1420 39.3 0.07
United Kingdom 19948 7219 15155 5528 47850 47.1 2.71
United States 408175 227775 301730 0 937680 43.5 55.47
29 735815 466565 634509 127714] 1991603 36.9 100.00
OECD 2005a DATA BASE ON IMMIGRANTS AND EXPATRIATES
1 OECD
15 90 15
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PD LD PGDP UNEMP [POP FSHARE
Australia 9.076 1 76.1 8.4 9.802 22.9
Austria 8.975 0 82.8 4.1 8.993 8.6
Belgium 9.029 0 78.5 8.3 9.224 9.1
Canada 9.242 1 80.7 9.3 10.285 16.1
Czech Republic 8.971 0 43.6 5.7 9.243 0.8
Denmark 8.927 0 81.6 6.7 8.563 3.6
Finland 8.808 0 69.1 11.7 8.539 1.1
France 9.059 0 75.2 10.5 10.966 6.3
Germany 8.956 0 78.0 7.4 11.310 8.5
Greece 9.005 0 47.1 9.2 9.255 7.0
Hungary 8.961 0 32.7 9.3 9.243 1.3
Ireland 9.059 1 64.9 11.3 8.189 2.7
Italy 9.058 0 75.4 10.2 10.946 1.7
Japan 7.289 0 81.6 3.2 11.741 1.1
Korea 5.917 0 41.6 34 10.716 0.2
Mexico 9.396 0 25.2 3.4 11.421 0.4
Netherlands 9.011 0 78.5 5.2 9.646 5.1
New Zealand 9.248 1 61.8 7.7 8.209 19.5
Norway 8.903 0 86.6 5.0 8.380 3.8
Poland 8.905 0 27.3 13.1 10.561 0.1
Portugal 9.215 0 47.8 5.5 9.214 1.3
Slovak Republic 8.970 0 29.4 14.0 8.587 0.2
Spain 9.172 0 57.2 15.8 10.580 1.1
Sweden 8.863 0 77.3 7.1 9.086 5.8
Switzerland 9.047 0 94.9 3.3 8.860 18.1
Turkey 8.906 0 19.9 7.6 11.031 2.0
United Kingdom 9.047 1 72.2 7.7 10.967 35
United States 9.305 1 100.0 5.0 12.480 8.2

OECD 2005¢c OECD in Figures - 2005 edition

Variables

Luxembourg

OECD 2005b OECD Index of Statistical

13



PD LD PGDP UNEMP POP FSHARE

PD 1

LD 0.230 1

PGDP 0.098 0.286 1

UNEMP 0.320 0.070 -0.282 1

POP -0.195 0.058 -0.011 -0.143 1

FSHARE 0.272 0.540 0.498 -0.156 -0.164 1

4
3.2
6 2001 OECD28 !
6
28
6 5 UNEMP
t t

Explanatory variables| Coefficient| t-Statistic | Prob. Explanatory variableg Coefficient| t-Statistic | Prob.
C 4.7349 2.7755 0.0113|C 4.7208 2.7058 0.0129
PD -0.8772 -8.6894 0.0000{PD -0.8371|  -7.4363 0.0000
LD 1.6946 3.7513 0.0012(LD 1.7352 4.0252 0.0006
PGDP 0.0474 6.2261 0.0000(PGDP 0.0465 6.1557 0.0000
UNEMP 0.0239 0.3780 0.7092|POP 0.8482 8.6454 0.0000
POP 0.8572 7.9172 0.0000|FSHARE 0.0510 1.5954 0.1249
FSHARE 0.0544 1.7344 0.0975
Adjusted R? 0.8468 Adjusted R? 0.8524
F-statistic 25.8770 F-statistic 32.1971
Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000 Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000

White-test

Heteroskedasticity-Consistent

14
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25
6 5 UNEMP
t t
Explanatory variables| Coefficient| t-Statistic | Prob. |Explanatory variableg Coefficient| t-Statistic | Prob.
C 3.1141 0.8009 0.4336(C 2.6752 0.7551 0.4595
PD -1.2328|  -3.4732 0.0027(PD -1.1139|  -4.4467 0.0003
LD 1.6147 2.5289 0.0210(LD 1.6695 2.7707 0.0122
PGDP 0.0587 3.9239 0.0010(PGDP 0.0556 5.4292 0.0000
UNEMP 0.0466 0.4745 0.6409(POP 0.8938 4.2156 0.0005
POP 0.8934 4.1431 0.0006|FSHARE 0.0978 1.8703 0.0769
FSHARE 0.1046 2.1185 0.0483
Adjusted R? 0.7910 Adjusted R? 0.7993
F-statistic 16.1373 F-statistic 20.1214
Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000 Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000
White-test
8
28
6 5 UNEMP
t t
Explanatory variables| Coefficient| t-Statistic | Prob. Explanatory variableq Coefficient| t-Statistic | Prob.
C 2.4631 1.7257 0.0991|C 2.4638 1.7669 0.0911
PD -0.8305(  -8.9939 0.0000{PD -0.8325|  -9.2931 0.0000
LD 2.2205 6.6441 0.0000(LD 2.2185 7.0267 0.0000
PGDP 0.0425 6.7360 0.0000(PGDP 0.0425 6.6136 0.0000
UNEMP -0.0012( -0.0285 0.9775(POP 0.9210f 11.0327 0.0000
POP 0.9205( 10.5938 0.0000{FSHARE 0.0717 3.2299 0.0039
FSHARE 0.0715 3.1485 0.0048
Adjusted R? 0.9000 Adjusted R? 0.9045
F-statistic 41.4921 F-statistic 52.1598
Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000 Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000
White-test
6 8 2
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1970
1970

1840 42

1959
1 5 1974 4
1984 10 5 1995

Total population by nationality and country of birth (detailed countries)
Two variables have been created to aid in tabulation. These variables indicate whether the country of birth is
an OECD Member country and whether the population is foreign-born or native born. The variable names
for these two variables are "OECD" and "FBORN", respectively.

Population 15+ by nationality, country of birth (detailed countries) and educational attainment
The same two tabulation variables described above for the first file have been created here as well. The
definition of Level of education (L: low; M: medium; H: high; UNK: unknown) is as follows:

Low : Less than upper secondary (ISCED 0/1/2);
Medium : Upper secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary (ISCED 3/4);
High: including ISCED 5A: "Academic" tertiary; ISCED 5B: "Vocational" tertiary; ISCED 6: Advanced
research.
Note: ISCED =International Standard Classification of Education.

Emigration rates by country of birth (Total population)
The emigration rate from country of origin i is calculated by dividing the expatriate population from that
country by the total native-born population of the same country (Native-born(i)= Expatriates(i) +
Resident native born(i)).

Emigration rates by country of birth (Population 15+)
The emigration rate from country of origin i is calculated by dividing the expatriate population (aged
15+) from that country by the 15+ native-born population of the same country (Native-born(i)=
Expatriates(i) + Resident native born(i)).

Emigration rates for highly educated persons by country of birth
The emigration rate of highly educated persons from country of origin i is calculated by dividing the
highly educated expatriate population from that country by the total highly educated native-born
population of the same country (Highly educated native-born(i)= Expatriates(i) + Resident native born(i)).
Highly educated persons correspond to those with a tertiary level of education.
Two different results are presented, using two reference data bases for the distribution of education of
the population 15+ in origin countries. The first makes use of an updated version of Barro and Lee (1993,
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see paper) for the year 2000 which covers 113 countries (Barro and Lee, 2000). The second database
covers 95 countries (Cohen and Soto, 2001). The highly educated emigration rates calculated on the basis
of these two databases have been given, respectively, the following variable names: ERBLHS15 and

ERCSHS15.
> OECD 1980-81
28.6 2 2005
2004 2000 OECD
10-20 15
6 1990
1996

7 Luxembourg
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