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From hospitality to hostility:

Impact of the Rohingya refugee influx
on the sentiments of host communities
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We examine the impact of the 2017 Rohingya refugee influx on the sentiments of the host
communities in Bangladesh, focusing on hostility towards refugees. Using an incentivized joy-of-
destruction game on 1,679 individuals, we found that 57% of hosts paid to reduce the donation to
support the Rohingya at a personal cost, indicating revealed hostility toward the refugee. Our
regression analysis shows that hosts exposed to the influx reduced donations significantly more
than those less exposed, likely due to the damage caused by the influx. However, both exposed and
less-exposed hosts expressed similar negative opinions toward the refugees. This contrast indicates
that the experiment effectively elicited real hostility towards the refugee outgroup rather than
cosmetic expressions of hostility.
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